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Science Plus! A Pet Adventure!  

The following are suggested follow-up activities to help students reflect on their field 
trip experience.  

After the Trip 

Ask students their overall impressions of the field trip. What did you enjoy? What didn’t 
you enjoy? What surprised you? What do you want to learn more about? 

Have them share their general observations and reactions. 

You may want to have the class compose and send thank-you notes to the field trip site 
host and/or other persons that supported the field trip. Mention a favorite activity or 
information learned during the field trip. 

Demonstrate Knowledge 

During the field trip, students learned about the characteristics and environments of 
fish, birds, reptiles, and small mammals. Ask students to name some characteristics of 
each of these four types of animals. Then divide students into four groups and assign an 
animal to each group (fish, bird, reptile, small mammal). Students should not tell the 
other groups their assigned animal. Invite students in each group to list or draw their 
animal’s characteristics. Allow groups to act out or describe the animal’s behavior using 
it’s characteristics. For example, wings help it fly. Have the other students guess the 
animal the group is describing. For younger groups, you may want to describe the 
characteristics and have the entire class guess the animal. 

Animal Characteristics Behaviors 

Fish Scales, gills, fins, lives in water Swims, part of a school or prefers 
to be alone 

Bird Feathers, beak, wings, lays 
eggs 

Flies, lives in nests in tree or on 
perch, uses beaks to up/eat 
worms/seeds 

Turtle, lizard, 
snake 

Cold-blooded, tough/dry skin 
with scales, lays eggs 

Lays in the sun/heat lamp on 
rocks (behaviors will be specific to 
the animal they choose to 
describe) 

Rabbit, 
hamster, guinea 
pig, cat, dog 

Warm-blooded, fur, babies are 
born (not from an egg) 

Likes to play/exercise, needs 
grooming (behaviors will be 
specific to the animal they choose 
to describe) 
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Draw each animal in its habitat: 

 

     

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, choose a fish, a turtle, a bird, a hamster, or a lizard.  

Write or draw how you could make a habitat for this animal at home: 

 

A rabbit in a burrow 

A bird in a nest A fish in a pond 

A lizard on the desert ground 


