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Science Plus! A Pet Adventure!  

Welcome! Thank you for participating in the Science Plus! A Pet Adventure program. 

The following activities are suggestions to provide background knowledge and prepare 
students for the upcoming field trip. 

Before The Trip: Activate Knowledge 

Tell students that the class will be visiting a local pet store to learn about the 
characteristics of different animals and what they need to survive and lead healthy, 
happy lives. Discuss what students might experience on the field trip. Highlights may 
include the following, depending on time spent at the store and group size: 

 Using sight, sound, and touch to observe fish, birds, reptiles, and small mammals and 
discuss their unique characteristics and behaviors. 

 Exploring the environments and habitats of different animals. 

 Learning and practicing tips for taking care of some common household pets – 
including healthy diets, exercise, and pet safety. 

 Discussing the importance of adopting animals. 

Ask students if they have ever taken care of a pet. Invite them to talk about what they 
did (filled the food and water bowls, changed the pet’s bedding, walked the pet, visited 
the vet) and how it went. Make a list of the pets and how students cared for them. 
Students should note the similarities and differences between the species.  

Then introduce the following terms. Discuss each word and encourage students to 
provide an example or name a synonym or antonym. These are words students will likely 
hear during the field trip. 

aquatic – a plant or animal that can live in the water 

carnivore – an animal that typically eats meat 

cold-blooded – having a body temperature that varies with the temperature of the environment 

disease – a specific illness that affects plants and animals 

diurnal – active during the day and sleeping at night 

groom – brushing, cleaning, and caring for the fur or other parts of an animal 

habitat – the natural environment of an animal 

herbivore – an animal that only eats plants 

mammal  - an animal that is warm-blooded, has hair or fur, a backbone, and gives birth to its 
young rather than laying eggs 

nocturnal – active during the night and sleeping during the day 

omnivore – an animal that eats both plants and meat 

solitary – being alone 

species – a group of animals that are similar and can produce offspring 

vertebrate – a category of animals that have a backbone 

warm-blooded – having a constant body temperature that does not vary with the temperature 
of the environment  
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Name: _____________________  Date: _____________________ 

 

The pet store is a great place to learn about the unique characteristics and needs 

of various animals. What do you know about pets? What do you want to learn 

more about? Fill the first two sections below before the field trip. Complete the last 

section after the field trip. 

 

What I know about pets:  

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What I want to know about pets:  

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What I learned about pets: 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________


