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Science Plus! A Pet Adventure!  

The following are suggested follow-up activities to help students reflect on their field trip 
experience.  

 

After the Trip 

Ask students their overall impressions of the field trip. What did you enjoy? What didn’t you 
enjoy? What surprised you? What do you want to learn more about? 

Have them share their general observations and reactions. 

You may want to have the class compose and send thank-you notes to the field trip site host 
and/or other persons that supported the field trip. Mention a favorite activity or information 
learned during the field trip. 

 

Demonstrate Knowledge 

During the field trip, students learned about the characteristics and habitats of fish, birds, 
reptiles, and small mammals. Help students recall that every animal needs a healthy diet, 
shelter, social interaction, and play time or exercise. Then divide students into four groups and 
assign an animal type to each group (fish, bird, reptile, small mammal). Have students choose a 
specific animal from their assigned category. For example, a freshwater or saltwater fish; a 
turtle, lizard, snake, or crocodile; or a rabbit, hamster, cat, dog, or guinea pig. 

Invite students in each group to describe their animal’s diet, the type of shelter the animal 
needs, what type of social interaction the animal prefers, and how the animal likes to play or 
get exercise. Students should work together to create an oral report to provide this information 
to the class. Suggest students create a poster or act out the animal’s typical behaviors. 

After talking about each animal's natural habitat, imagine the animals will become class pets. 
Brainstorm ways students could mirror the habitats in the classroom or at home. Discuss the 
types of things they would need to maintain a healthy environment for each particular animal 
(humidity controls, types of lighting, food, shelter, and activities). 

 

Allow time for students to complete the Name That Animal activity sheet. 

 

Answers: 1. Bird,  2. Hamster,  3. Rat,  4. True,   5. Male Betta 
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Name: _____________________  Date: _____________________ 

 

Name That Animal 

Circle the correct answer. 

Which animal has hollow bones?   Bird        Turtle 

Which animal is nocturnal?   Rabbit        Hamster 

Which animal is warm-blooded?   Snake        Rat 

Reptiles are vertebrates.      True      False 

Which fish likes to be solitary?      Female Tetra      Male Betta 

 

Draw or describe the perfect shelter/habitat for a fish, dog, parrot, or lizard.  

Think about the pet’s needs, including a healthy diet, social interaction, and 

exercise. 

 

 


